2. The Human Rights Regime: Background and Birth

Murder and Ill-Treatment of Civilian Population

Article 6(b) of the Charter provides that ‘ill-treatment ... of civilian population
of or in occupied territory ... killing of hostages ... wanton destruction of cities,
towns, or villages’ shall be a war crime. In the main, these provisions are merely
declaratory of the existing laws of war as expressed by the Hague Convention,
Article 46....

One of the most notorious means of terrorizing the people in occupied territo-
mies was the use of concentration camps... . [which] became places of organized and
systematic murder, where millions of people were destroyed.

In the administration of the occupied territories the concentration camps were
used to destroy all opposition groups. ...

A certain number of the concentration camps were equipped with gas chambers
for the wholesale destruction of the inmates, and with furnaces for the burning of
the bodies. Some of them were in fact used for the extermination of Jews as part of
the ‘final solution’ of the Jewish problem. ...

Slave Labor Policy

Article 6(b) of the Charter provides that the ‘ill-treatment or deportation to slave
&abor or for any other purpose, of civilian population of or in occupied territory’
shall be a War Crime. The laws relating to forced labor by the inhabitants of occu-
pied territories are found in Article 52 of the Hague Convention.... The policy of
the German occupation authorities was in flagrant violation of the terms of this
convention.... [T]he German occupation authorities did succeed in forcing many
of the inhabitants of the occupied territories to work for the German war effort,
2nd in deporting at least 5,000,000 persons to Germany to serve German industry
and agriculture.

Persecution of the Jews

The persecution of the Jews at the hands of the Nazi Government has been proved
i the greatest detail before the Tribunal. It is a record of consistent and systematic
smhumanity on the greatest scale. Ohlendorf, Chief of Amt III in the RSHA from
1939 to 1943, and who was in command of one of the Einsatz groups in the cam-
paign against the Soviet Union testified as to the methods employed in the exter-
mination of the Jews....

When the witness Bach Zelewski was asked how Ohlendorf could admit the
murder of 90,000 people, he replied: ‘I am of the opinion that when, for years, for
decades, the doctrine is preached that the Slav race is an inferior race, and Jews not
even human, then such an outcome is inevitable’.

... The Nazi Party preached these doctrines throughout its history, Der Stiirmer
and other publications were allowed to disseminate hatred of the Jews, and in the
speeches and public declarations of the Nazi leaders, the Jews were held up to public
ndicule and contempt.




